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Stan no da man 

Like many of the CR's nouveau riche or wannabes, Stanislav 
Gross has been on a collision course with disaster. He's cut 

so many corners and irked so many people that, if there were 
any justice, he'd soon get his comeuppance. Instead, he's get-
ting a mil or two (euros), which he no doubt sees as his drop-
dead money. Josef Chuchma of MFD suggests that we now let 

Stan rot in solitude. A good idea, but something tells us the 
fat lady hasn't sung yet. Too many questions remain. Why, for 
example, did Pavol Krúpa pay Gross five times the going rate 

for the 31% stake in Moravia Energo? Perhaps Krúpa plans 
to dazzle majority-owner Tomáš Chrenek with his business 
plan, or perhaps he intends to call in his Ukrainians to work 
on Chrenek's knees. More likely, it seems, is that Gross used 
his own stash to buy the shares from himself, with Krúpa's 

help. Krúpa gets publicity and a cut of the action; Gross gets a 
tax-free, dry-cleaned windfall. May he spend it in purgatory.
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Glossary
Stan no da man - Stan is not the man any more, he is no longer "in" or "cool"; 

wannabe - someone who "wants to be" like someone else; 

to cut corners - to do the easiest thing while ignoring the rules; 

to irk - to irritate, annoy, anger; 

comeuppance - the punishment or fate that someone deserves; 

mil - million; 

drop-dead money - enough money allowing someone to tell others to "drop dead" or "go to hell"; 

the show isn't over until the fat lady sings - there is more to come; 

stash - a secret store of something, such as illegally acquired money; 

a cut of the action - a share of the proceeds, profit; 

dry-cleaned - in this sense, laundered; 

windfall - a large amount of money; 

purgatory - a place of suffering for sinners.


