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Putin gets MD veto power 

Remember when Condoleezza Rice said the U.S. can't be expected to let anyone veto 
U.S. security policy? Well, strike that. According to the FT and Int. Herald Tribune, 
the U.S. has made major new concessions to Russia about missile defense. The most 
important is a promise to deploy the system on the basis of threat, with the U.S. and 

Russia to decide jointly on the nature of the threat. Given that Vladimir Putin has 
repeatedly said that Iran doesn't present a nuclear threat, this promise gives Russia 
an easy veto - if it chooses to use it - on deploying the missile-defense system. This 
doesn't mean a deal won't eventually be struck, though, because Moscow could ac-
crue other benefits from working with Washington. Kowtowing to Russia at such a 
late date weakens the U.S.'s position, but it improves the CR's. It increases the odds 
that the CR's European partners will finally sign off on the missile-defense plans.
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Glossary
MD - missile defense; Condoleezza Rice - U.S. secretary of state; she made the comment in Moscow on May 15, 2007; strike that - retract it, take it back, because it no longer applies; concession - something that is granted or yielded in the negotiating process; to deploy - to put into service, to turn on; to accrue - to receive, gain; other benefits - the offer also calls for sharing of radar data and Russian monitoring of the MD facilities in Poland and the CR; to kowtow - to act in a subservient or obedient manner; rhymes with cow-now; to sign off on something - to give one's approval.


