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Sarajevo II 

All the current activity - books, documentaries, debates - surrounding the 10th 
anniversary of the "Sarajevo assassination" that swept Václav Klaus from power in 

1997 seems almost like another conspiracy. Many of Klaus's political and journalis-
tic opponents have used the anniversary to return to the slightly forgotten topics of 
coupon privatization, tunneling and police indifference. Ivan Pilip, one of the Sara-
jevo hit men, told TV Prima that he is absolutely certain that the ODS foreign bank 
account that set the whole thing in motion truly existed. (A Deloitte forensic audit 
at the time didn't confirm this.) Pilip's remark was met with a wall of silence from 

ODS. The main media didn't pay much attention to him either, and Klaus the candi-
date hasn't suffered any damage from this or any of the other recent blows. If Klaus 

is to be assassinated again, fresher ammunition than this will have to be found.
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Glossary
Sarajevo - Klaus was on a trip to Sarajevo when members of ODS called on him to resign, and this came to be known as the "Sarajevo assassination"; 

opponents - others who have spoken out recently against Klaus with reference to this period include Jiří Paroubek, Jan Švejnar and Tomáš Ježek; 

tunneling - stripping assets from a company and leaving an empty "tunnel" under the company; 

hit man - assassin, hired killer; 

Deloitte & Touche - it reported that it found no proof to substantiate allegations of corruption on the part of ODS; 

fresher ammunition- more-recent information.



