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Passing the buck 

Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg took a virtuous position on the return of Jiří 
Čunek to the cabinet but went out of his way to praise Finance Minister Miroslav 

Kalousek. He's the best minister, he told Respekt, in part because he doesn't equiv-
ocate. Schwarzenberg clearly hasn't been listening to what Kalousek and his team 
have been saying - or not saying - about the sale of ČSA Cargo to a front company 

(CE Handling) with suspicious links to Kalousek's buddy, Richard Háva. The name 
of the real buyer is being treated almost like a state secret. At some point, the truth 
will come out, and someone will have to take the hit. CEO Radomír Lašák of ČSA 
washed his hands of the issue yesterday on Rádio Česko. When asked if he knows 
anything about CE Handling, he said that the sale was handled by one of Europe's 

largest banks (CAIB) and that he therefore has no reason to call it into question.
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Glossary
to pass the buck - to shift blame or responsibility; 

Schwarzenberg - he said he would resign if Čunek returned to the cabinet; 

virtuous - having or showing high moral standards; 

to go out of one's way to do something - to do something voluntarily, without needing to; 

to equivocate - to use ambiguous language to conceal the truth or to avoid making a commitment; 

CE Handling - Central European Handling, a company officially owned by Kamil Slavík and having no employees or activities; 

Richard Háva - CEO of Omnipol arms-trading company; 

to take the hit - to pay the price politically; 

CAIB - part of UniCredit.



