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The case for a debate    

Václav Klaus has maintained his 60%+ approval rating by counterbalancing his oft-
perceived negative traits (divisiveness, pedantry) with his generally accepted posi-
tive traits (erudition, hard work, conviction of opinion). The risk presented by Jan 

Švejnar isn't that he can defeat Klaus, but rather that he'll be used by the anti-Klaus 
coalition to shift the fine balance of public opinion out of Klaus's favor by dwell-

ing on Klaus's negatives. By making the political decision to topple a bruised Klaus 
more palatable to the public, Klaus's detractors could open the way for a new, as-

yet-unknown candidate to emerge if no one wins in the early balloting. Although it 
seems counterintuitive now, Klaus might decide that the best way to confront this 
risk is by meeting it head-on and agreeing to a debate with Švejnar. A strong de-
bate by Klaus now could help prevent the emergence of a sleeper candidate later.
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Glossary
oft-perceived traits - characteristics often considered to be negative; 

divisiveness - the act of creating disunity or tension; 

pedantry - being excessively concerned with minor details; 

conviction of opinion - firm adherence to one's views; 

to dwell on - to emphasize, speak at length about; 

palatable - acceptable; 

detractor - critic, opponent; 

counterintuitive - contrary to common sense (Klaus might lend legitimacy to Švejnar by debating him, but he also might profit from the debate in the long run); 

sleeper candidate - someone who appears late in the race and needs to do little or no campaigning.



