no. 1792 me fl@e et sheet's final word von, seb. 11, 200

A daily e-mail bulletin of Czech wit & wisdom. For your free subscription, write to subscribe@fsfinalword.com

Too much democracy »

All that was missing from the presidential election on Fri. and Sat. was the cage
that Russian courts use to hold defendants. That would have made it clear that
Vaclav Klaus and Jan Svejnar were prisoners to a system that seems broken. Czech
politicians understand democracy to mean the freedom to do whatever they want,
no matter how repulsive the voters might find their behavior. Svejnar's entry into
Czech politics was supposed to bring fresh wind and a new style, but so far it has
merely brought out the worst in politicians and dealmakers. Klaus's crowd clearly
holds the edge in terms of knowing how to use the quirks of democracy to its ad-
vantage, which means VK. still has a 60% chance of getting reelected. But if he fails
again on Fri., pressure to do something about this "democratic surplus” will reach
the explosion point. Czechs are a small step closer to direct presidential elections.
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Glossary
defendant - a person accused of something in a court of law; 

repulsive - arousing intense distaste or disgust; 

to bring out the worst in someone - to cause someone to exhibit his or her worst traits; 

quirk - a peculiarity of behavior, idiosyncrasy; 

democratic surplus - Klaus often speaks of a "democratic deficit" in the EU.


