
Free subscriptions at subscribe@fsfinalword.com  

Klaus and Kasparov 

Václav Klaus was the proper host when he met yesterday in 
Hluboká with retired chess champion Garry Kasparov. Al-

though their views on Putin's Russia are as far apart as Mos-
cow and Kamchatka, Klaus was polite and merely said he's 

not sure Kasparov's way to change in Russia is the right one. 
Kasparov is an outspoken critic of Putin who pulls no punch-
es. "Russia is a police state," he told CNN. "It's some sort of soft 
version of one-party dictatorship." Klaus, in contrast, is almost 

a Putin apologist who wants the West to give Moscow the 
benefit of the doubt. Both Kasparov and Klaus exaggerate the 
situation, and that's what makes them so alike. In their own 

milieux, they're each contrarians on Russia. It's telling that Pu-
tin praises Klaus for speaking Russian (when they meet) and 
criticizes Kasparov for speaking English (when arrested for 
attending a banned anti-Kremlin rally). Klaus and Kasparov 

are opposite sides of the same publicity-seeking coin.

No. 1826 Mon., March 31, 2008

mailto:info@fsfinalword.com
http://www.fsfinalword.com
http://www.an-edge-for-you.com/
http://edition.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0710/21/le.01.html
http://s.wsj.net/article/SB120494352520121491.html?mod=most_emailed_day
http://www.an-edge-for-you.com/resources/english/Management_Coaching_Presentation_en.pdf
Glossary
Kamchatka - a peninsula on the northeast coast of Siberia; 

outspoken - frank in stating one's opinions; 

to pull no punches - to deal with something in a forceful or severe way; 

apologist - a person who offers an argument in defense of something controversial; 

to give the benefit of the doubt - to believe something good, rather than bad, about someone when the possibility of doing both exists; 

milieu, milieux - a person's social environment; 

contrarian - a person who opposes of rejects popular opinion.



