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Myopic Mirek  

It's often said that John McCain is linking his political future to that of George W. 
Bush. McCain himself says that if he can't convince U.S. voters that things are going 

well in Iraq, he loses. In a sense, the same applies to Mirek Topolánek. He's buy-
ing into the Bush program in terms of radar, Russia, visa-waivers, Afghanistan and 
Nato enlargement. Consciously or not, Topolánek is helping Bush to divide Europe 

and to deepen the rift between Russia and the West. Topolánek wants McCain to 
win the U.S. election because he's a "guarantee of the continuation" of Bush's poli-
cies. If Bush's gambles pay off, McCain and Topolánek both look like visionaries. If 
Bush goes out instead as the worst president in U.S. history (as many critics are say-

ing), Topolánek could go down as the worst PM in Czech history. Not for his do-
mestic policy (too much competition there), but for his shortsighted foreign policy.
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Glossary
myopic - shortsighted, having a lack of discernment or long-range perspective in thinking or planning; to buy into something - to accept something as being correct or truthful; Afghanistan - the Czech cabinet is expected to agree to send more troops at the request of the U.S.; rift - a serious break in friendly relations; 

gamble - an enterprise undertaken or attempted with a risk of loss and a chance of success; to go down as - to enter history as.


