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Unmasked  

PR consultant Tomáš Marek walked into a branch of GE Money Bank last month, 
pulled out a gun and demanded some cash. He was wearing no mask and was eas-

ily hauled in by the police the next day. It's a sad story about what debt problems 
can drive a person to do. But it's also instructive because of the way politicians re-

acted. Although Marek had provided media training to the Social Democrats, there 
was suddenly no one in the party who knew him. They didn't want to be tainted by 

association with him. Even serial killers usually get better treatment. ("He always 
seemed like such a nice young man," say the neighbors.) But Czech politicians are 
too insecure about their own actions and inclinations to risk any show of compas-
sion for someone with no prior record who made a foolish, life-changing mistake. 

Instead, they were thinking, "Why in the world didn't he just wear a mask?"
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Glossary
unmasked - a play on words - it means both "not masked" (Tomáš Marek) and "to have the true character or hidden truth about someone exposed" (ČSSD's politicians); 

Tomáš Márek - he works for Christian V.I.P., a public-relations and lobbying agency; 

to haul someone in - to compel someone to go somewhere, such as to court or jail; 

tainted - to be affected with something considered bad or undesirable; 

inclination - a person's natural tendency or urge to act in a particular way; 

compassion - sympathetic pity and concern for the misfortunes of others; 

prior record - previous conviction for criminal activity.



