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ODS's trickle-up effect

Soon after the last parliamentary elections, we wrote about a prominent (unnamed) 
lawyer who said he voted for ODS, but not because he thought it was any less cor-

rupt than the other parties. No, they're all the same in this respect, he said. But once 
the politicians take their cut, he said at the time, the trickle-down effect in terms 

of policies that help the country is a bit better under ODS. Two years later, he and 
other dyed-in-the-wool supporters of ODS - esp. among small and midsize busi-
nessmen - are starting to reevaluate this. ODS is actually worse than ČSSD, many 
of them say, because ODS is more professional and more thorough in its plunder-
ing. Under ODS, there's more trickle up than trickle down, they say, and decisions 
are based on what is good for ODS, not for the country. A real risk is emerging that 

many of ODS's core voters will turn on it and become some of its biggest critics.
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Glossary
trickle-up effect - an economic theory used to describe the flow of wealth from the poor to the rich; 

cut - share, percentage; 

trickle-down effect - an economic theory used to describe the flow of wealth from the rich to the poor; 

dyed-in-the-wool - confirmed, long-standing; 

thorough - complete with regard to every detail; 

to plunder - to acquire property in a dishonest fashion; 

core - central, base, key.



