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Impeachment 

Václav Klaus was outraged at how he was treated on Fri. by a group of visiting 
MEPs, because no one had talked to him like that during his six years in office. The 

same could now be said of the domestic press. By raising the issue of "impeach-
ment," the mainstream media are boldly going where no man has gone before. The 
Constitution allows two reasons for removing the president. Petr Uhl of Právo fa-

vors the option of declaring him incapacitated, for reasons of insanity, if he refuses 
to sign the Lisbon treaty. The other cardinal sin is treason. Respekt hinted at this 

while exploring Klaus's ties to Russia. Historian Petr Placák said that Klaus clearly 
is not defending Czech national interests, so the question of whether the Russian 

secret services have something on him must be raised. Actual impeachment seems 
quite unlikely, but the mere mention of it is eroding the authority of the president.
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Glossary
impeachment - the act of charging the holder of a public office with misconduct; the English word is often used in Czech to refer to the act of removing the president from office; to be outraged - to be shocked or indignant; to boldly go where no man has gone before - a famous line from "Star Trek," used here to suggest that the idea of impeachment is from the realm of science fiction; incapacitated - unable to function in a normal way; insanity - the state of being mentally ill; 
Respekt.cz - sorry, access to this requires a payment; 
to have something on someone - to know something about someone that is discreditable or incriminating; to erode - to undermine, weaken.


