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Klaus in love o

Those seeking to explain Vaclav Klaus's erratic recent behav-
ior have examined all the angles: Revenge, senility, grumpi-
ness, narcisism, Lisbonophobia, treachery, illness. What is it,
asked Marek Svehla of Respekt, that has made the man com-
mit so many errors all of a sudden? Klausologists have gener-
ally overlooked one of the oldest of all possible explanations.
Perhaps the old kook has simply fallen in love (and we don't
mean with himself). The tabloids haven't failed to notice that
wife Livia has been decking out her own place in Prague 8§,
and there are rumors that she has even plundered the fam-
ily savings and put it into some additional immovable assets
for fear that her seldom-at-home hubby will squander it all
on his pretty young thing. Is Klaus the happiest man in the
world and finding it hard to compartmentalize? Perhaps we'll
never know. As one spy says in John Le Carré's new novel, A
Most Wanted Man, these are the bits of our lives we'd give
our eyes to talk about as we get older, but we never can.
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Glossary
erratic - unpredictable; not even or regular in pattern or movement; 

angle - a particular way of approaching or considering an issue or problem; 

senility - having or showing the weaknesses or diseases of old age, esp. a loss of mental faculties; 

grumpiness - the state of being bad-tempered and sulky; 

treachery - betrayal; treason; 

kook - a crazy or eccentric person; 

to deck out a dwelling - to decorate, furnish; 

to plunder - to loot, raid; 

savings - (usually used with a singular verb) money saved; 

hubby - (informal) husband; 

to squander - to waste in a reckless and foolish manner; 

to compartmentalize - to divide into sections or categories (for example, so that one aspect of one's life does not affect other aspects).


