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Czechs and Europe 

The Czech and Russian foreign ministers got into a duel of 
words in Moscow this week over the lingering question of 

whether the CR and Poland are in "Central" or "Eastern" Eu-
rope. Most Czechs are on the side of their proud Middle Euro-
pean prince in this, but what might the economic crisis do to 
their West-centric world view? Tomáš Sedláček of ČSOB told 
the Czech CFA Society last night that the crisis is a crisis of 

debt-obsessed Western civilization. What happens, then, if the 
West loses the platform war? Will Czechs again start looking 

East, whence they came? Nikolai Danilevsky, a Russian philos-
opher who believed in the circularity of history, wrote in "Rus-

sia and Europe" in 1888 that for all Slavs, the idea of Slavism 
should be above everything except God and his Holy Church 
- above freedom, science, enlightenment and all earthly happi-
ness - because none of these are possible without a spiritually 
and politically independent Slavic civilization. In his eyes, any 

attempts by Slavs to join the West were doomed to fail.
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Glossary
foreign ministers - Karel Schwarzenberg and Sergei Lavrov; 

lingering - lasting for a long time or slow to end; 

West-centric - centered on the West; 

Czech CFA Society - an association of investment professionals; 

debt-obsessed - preoccupied with or fixated on debt; 

platform war - a battle to determine which model (e.g. software or video technology) will prevail; 

whence - (formal or archaic) from what place or source; 

circularity - repetition, returning to the point of departure; 

Russia and Europe - Page 133, Russian-language reprint from 1966; 

to be doomed to fail - to be predestined, fated to fail. 


