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Sunburned =

The fun-in-the-sun Italian vacation scandal rocking Czech pol-
itics provides a good excuse for Vaclav Klaus to veto the law
for gifting K& 68bn in carbon credits to CEZ. The CEZ rider
ain't no Lisbon treaty, but Klaus could easily explain himself
by saying that there are too many questions about a possible
quid pro quo for the jolly vacationers and others who pushed

through the bill. He could ask, for example, why a top CEZ
lobbyist, Vladimir Johanes, has a consulting gig at the indus-
try ministry. He could wonder aloud why Alexandr Vondra
was still lobbying in the Senate for CEZ, given that he already
turned his old lobbying arm, Dutko, over to CEZ's PR agency,
AMI/Pan Solutions. Or, Klaus could argue that giving away
K¢ 68bn in state money would violate his own appeal for poli-
ticians to enact "maximum savings." Perhaps most convincing-
ly, Klaus could say that he's sworn to uphold the Constitution
and that riders of the carbon-credit variety are clearly uncon-
stitutional. Or, he could veto it just to spite Mirek Topolanek.
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Glossary
to gift - to give as a gift, esp. formally or as a donation or bequest; 

carbon credits - CO2 allowances; 

rider - an addition to a piece of legislation that does not relate to the legislation; 

quid pro quo - a favor or advantage granted or expected in return for something; 

jolly - happy; 

gig - a job, esp. one that is temporary or that has an uncertain future; 

to spite someone - to intentionally hurt, annoy or offend someone; 

Mirek Topolánek - one of the vacationers.



