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Kompromat

Journalists and analysts are busy trying to determine who paid for the "kompromat" 
on the politicians and ČEZmen vacationing in Tuscany. One theory that will gain 

some acceptance is that this was a very high-level operation, perhaps even directed 
by foreign intelligence operatives. Until recently, the CR was on course for privatiz-

ing ČEZ at some point in the not-so-distant future, with German and Russian inter-
ests (whether separately or jointly) being the most likely buyers. The out-of-control 
behavior of Martin Roman, Mirek Topolánek, Marek Dalík and others has put this 

scenario at risk. The carbon-credit bill, for example, was an unmitigated PR disaster. 
Someone very high up might have decided that these loose cannons need to be neu-
tralized. Otherwise, mounting public pressure to bring ČEZ under the direct control 

of the Czech government could squelch any privatization plans for years to come. 
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Glossary
kompromat - (Russian) compromising material which journalists obtain from commercial interests or security services and then publicize; unmitigated - absolute, unqualified; loose cannon - an unpredictable or uncontrolled person who is likely to cause unintentional damage; to neutralize - to render ineffective or harmless; to kill or destroy; squelch - crush, squash, kill.


