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Battle of the budget &

Passage of Finance Minister Eduard Janota's package of tax and spending increases
(Orwellianly known as a "savings" package) was so tied to the 2010 budget that
some people mistakenly thought the budget itself had been passed last week. No
siree, the budget is only now entering the approval process in Parliament. Czech
politics never ceases to run in circles, and what seemed a sure thing last week
could be a nonstarter next week. ODS's etr Tluchor is sending the first signals
that his party might not approve the 2010 budget. Under some circumstances, a
provisional budget could actually be better for those with their fingers in the cook-
ie jar. ODS, or even CSSD, might also decide to use an unexpected budget battle to
force early elections. Moving the elections up a few months might be the best way
to throw the small parties off balance just as they are gaining the most momentum.

I”QCGPCG@HOGI”I".COFT‘I

IN TURBULENT TIMES, With four of the Innovative Lawyers Awards of ~ www.noerr.com |

YOUR L ﬁ WYER thg British newspaper Financial Times, Norr
Stiefenhofer Lutz is one of the most successful

MUST BE law firms in Continental Europe. More than 440 NORR STIEFENHOFER LUTZ

INNO IT‘ 4 E professionals in |3 offices provide legal, tax and
; . . BERLIN BRATISLA T BUDAPEST DRESDEN
financial advice for the domestic market and abroad. FRANKFURT/M. K MUNICH NEW YORK PRAGUE \



mailto:subscribe@fsfinalword.com
http://www.fsfinalword.com
http://www.impuls.cz/petr-tluchor-ods/article.html?id=225226
http://www.noerr.com/en/DesktopDefault.aspx
mailto:recepce@noerr.com
Glossary
"savings" package - although the package does call for a reduction in some planned spending, the overall impact is still an increase in government spending; 

siree - used for emphasis, esp. after Yes or No; 

sure thing - a certainty; 

nonstarter - a person, plan or idea that has no chance of succeeding or being effective; 

to be caught with/to have one's fingers in the cookie jar - to be observed or apprehended while committing a theft/to be in the process of committing a theft; 

to throw someone off balance - to confuse or disorient someone.



