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Degrees for sale

The plagiarism and fake-degree scandal at the Pilsen law school might seem like a 
new level of audacity, but it follows a familiar pattern. It's a feeling of untouchability 
on the part of the perpetrators and an atmosphere of willful official blindness that 
allows something so blatant and so wrong to go on for so long. In many respects, 
it's not so different from the entire history of Czech privatization. On a broader 

scale, it can claim the Madoff, UBS, Enron and subprime-mortgage scandals as dis-
tant relatives. In each of these cases, the powers that be tolerate or actively encourage 

criminal or morally unacceptable behavior and thereby contribute to a significant 
degradation of society. When the scandal finally erupts, everyone is appalled, and 
a few hapless souls are punished. Almost never, though, are those at the top who 

made it all possible held accountable for their nefarious action or inaction.
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Glossary
audacity - rude or disrespectful behavior; untouchability - immunity to legal interference; beyond the reach of the law or social norms; perpetrator - one who commits a harmful, illegal or immoral action; willful - intentional, deliberate; blatant - done openly and unashamedly; distant relative - a person connected by blood or marriage but not within the immediate family; powers that be - the authorities; degradation - deterioration, decay, breakdown; appalled - greatly dismayed or horrified; hapless - unfortunate, unlucky (and not necessarily the biggest offenders); nefarious - wicked, evil or criminal.


