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Judicial opt-out

Two main news items have dominated the Czech media in the past few weeks, the 
ratification of the Lisbon treaty and the scandal at the Pilsen law school involving 

plagiarism and fake degrees. Some people are beginning to wonder whether there's 
a link between the two. No one knows for sure what an opt-out to the EU bill of 

rights will mean for Czechs, but one probable result is that Czech courts will retain 
their authority over certain decisions that would otherwise pass to the EU level. Vá-
clav Klaus has framed this mainly in terms of the Beneš Decrees, but more relevant 
might be decisions on everyday matters such as privatization, eminent domain and 
criminal activity. Recent history has shown that almost no one with connections is 

convicted by a Czech court. Such immunity for the well-connected might no longer 
be assured if EU judges were the ones rendering more of the final verdicts. 
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Glossary
opt-out - an instance of choosing not to participate in something; Pilsen law school scandal - Chair Vladimíra Dvořáková of the accreditation committee said that the degree system as Pilsen was not ordinary corruption and was set up by organized crime as a way to control a network of politicians, policemen, etc.; to frame (words) - to form or articulate (words) in a certain way; eminent domain - the right of a government or its agent to expropriate private property for public use, with payment of compensation; to render - to deliver (a verdict or judgment).


