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Electrostate

Almost as an afterthought, the 38-point Tripartite agreement 
this week between the Czech government, employers and the 
unions on post-crisis measures puts support for the industry 
ministry's new energy policy statement at the very end. The 
last item is even written in a different tone from the others, 

except for No. 14, which deals with enlarging Temelín and up-
grading Prunéřov power plants. Perhaps the other 36 points 

are actually the afterthought, and the entire exercise was 
primarily designed to support ČEZ's energy policy. A review 
of the 38 points suggests that representatives of the Confed-
eration of Industry - who are supposed to support the broad 
interests of business - are specialized energy lobbyists. They 
caved in to the unions' demands on such issues as temporary 
work contracts and higher taxes for the self-employed in ex-

change for the unions' support for energy issues. If Russia is a 
petrostate, the CR has become an electrostate, where govern-

ment and industrial policy is guided by a single interest.
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Glossary
afterthought - an item or thing that is thought of or added later; to cave in - to yield or submit under pressure; petrostate - a state whose wealth derives from the sale of oil; an authoritarian society in which dissent is stifled and enterprises beyond the energy sector are de-emphasized or even discouraged.


