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'Crooks' and their rights

As Mikhail Khodorkovsky and other Yukos shareholders were going to trial in 
Strasbourg yesterday against Vladimir Putin for unlawful expropriation, Zdeněk 
Bakala was suing ČSSD Vice Chair Lubomír Zaorálek in Prague for slander about 

the old OKD flats. Lawyer Robert Amsterdam, who represents both Khodorkovsky 
and Bakala, was in Prague. (A bird in the hand is worth two in a Siberian jail.) Am-

sterdam has declined to compare the two cases, but both involve the rule of law 
and pit powerful politicians against post-revolution billionaires. Putin and Zaorálek 
claim their adversaries are "crooks" who profited from the wild 1990s. A key issue 
is how far back the courts should go. Is the recipient of "stolen goods" entitled to 

full constitutional rights? In Central and Eastern Europe, it has depended more so 
far on a person's political standing than a reading of the laws or the constitution.
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Glossary
expropriation - the act of taking property away from its owner, esp. by the state; OKD - the dispute is about whether tenants have the right to buy the apartments at a non-market rate; flats - we used the British word for "apartments" for reason of space; "a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush" - it's better to be content with what you have than to take a risk on something of greater value that is uncertain; Siberia - where Khodorkovsky and his business partner Platon Lebedev are imprisoned; to pit someone against something - to set someone in conflict or competition against something or someone else.


