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Ethics and Temelin =

While in Prague, both Dmitri Medvedev and Barack Obama
lobbied Vaclav Klaus with regard to enlargement of the Te-
melin nuclear-power plant. Russia presumably wants to re-

move the threat of being passed over for energy-security rea-
sons, and the Americans want a fair shake in a contest that
looks a bit loaded against them from the start. The Russians

are already deeply entrenched in the Czech nuclear sec-

tor, and the French have the advantage of being the only EU
member in the bidding. In this light, Westinghouse looks like

the dark horse. Its political and business skills must also be

questioned after it was so easily ousted as the fuel-rod sup-
plier to the existing Temelin reactors. Although bad fuel rods
were partly to blame, CEZ's greater motivation seemed to be
to bring in the Russians and to speed up the overpriced con-

struction of a new temporary storage facility by companies
with unknown owners. Perhaps Temelin is the reason Obama
tapped his top ethics adviser to be his ambassador to Prague.
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Glossary
to get (or give someone) a fair shake - to get (or give someone) just treatment or a fair chance; 

loaded - weighted or biased toward a particular outcome; 

Russians - Atomstroyexport; 

entrenched - established; rooted; 

French - Areva; 

dark horse - a competitor or candidate who has little chance of winning, or who wins against expectations; 

Russian fuel-rod supplier - Tvel; 

ambassador candidate - Norman Eisen (according to Euro.cz).



