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Klaus boosts Ne¢as &

As several people have already pointed out, including Véclav
Klaus in today's Tvden, there could be a parallel between the
British elections last week and the upcoming Czech elections.
The new small Czech parties that are the darlings of the me-
dia might not do as well as the polls currently suggest, Klaus
said. He's a fan of a grand coalition between CSSD and ODS,
and he exploits every opportunity to promote the idea. If he
used today's interview in Tyden to soften his recent criticism
of ODS leader Petr Necas, it might have been because he real-
ized he overdid it last week in Euro. But a more realistic expla-
nation would be if Necas had also softened his opposition to a
grand coalition during his one-on-one with Klaus. Necas has
said publicly that new elections would be better than a grand
coalition. We won't know Necas's true position until after the
elections, but Klaus's sudden shift in opinion raises the pos-
sibility that Ne¢as accepted in private that the interests of CEZ
and other industrialists must continue to guide Czech politics.
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Glossary
to boost - to encourage, promote, help; (meant to be the opposite of our headline last week, "Klaus knocks Nečas"; 

darling - a person who is particularly popular with a certain group; 

to overdo something - to overemphasize or exaggerate something; 

one-on-one - a face-to-face encounter.



