w fleet sheet's final word

No. 2393  Free subscriptions at subscribe@fsfinalword.com Mon., June 28, 2010

Big Bad John &

Nominating VV Chair Radek John as interior minister might
be one of the smartest political moves new PM Petr Necas
could make in putting together his cabinet. Necas would ini-
tially look a bit weak for giving in to VV's "extortion,” but he
could quickly turn VV's yearning for the ministry to his ad-
vantage. To retain his credibility as a reform prime minister,
Necas needs to take swift action to clean up ODS in Prague
and to combat corruption in general. If John, as interior min-
ister, starts turning the police into a functional, independent
body, he'll be helping Necas achieve both of these goals. If
VV instead abuses the interior ministry to help Vit Barta's
business pals, voters will understand this soon enough, and
both VV and ODS will do poorly in the Prague elections. This
would give Necas more leverage within ODS and also in the
cabinet. No matter which way John played it as interior minis-
ter - whether honest or dirty - it should ultimately help Necas
in his essential task of cleaning house at Prague city hall.
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Glossary
Big Bad John - a country song whose words are often changed for use in political campaigns; 

extortion - the practice of obtaining something through force or threats (VV said that it will not enter the government unless it gets the interior ministry for Radek John); 

yearning - a longing, craving or desire; 

leverage - the power to influence a person or situation to achieve a particular outcome; 

to clean house - to eliminate corruption or inefficiency.



