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No clear favorite &

Istvan Léko6 expressed in Euro this week what many people have been thinking;:

It was probably Zdenék Bakala who chose Zdenék Ttima as TOP 09's candidate for
Prague mayor. Perhaps it's no coincidence that Bakala's [N said today that Ttima is
the "clear favorite." What, exactly, makes him the clear favorite? Is it reliable, hard
data that show unequivocally that TOP 09 will win the elections and successfully
form a majority coalition at Prague city hall? Certainly not. So is it somehow the
swelling of emotion that gives Tima a moral right to the seat, even if TOP's rivals do
everything to see that he doesn't get it? Ttima is no doubt a strong, attractive candi-
date, but referring to him at this point as a "clear favorite" is nothing more than hack
propaganda. The political reality is that Ttima probably has a slightly greater chance
today of becoming mayor than he does of becoming just a regular city councilor.
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Glossary
unequivocally - leaving no doubt; unambiguously; 

swelling of emotion - a wave or increase in usually positive feelings toward something; 

moral right - a right to something based on one's presumed moral superiority, not based on objective criteria; 

hack propaganda - unprofessional journalism meant to promote a certain point of view.



