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Boring populists &

One rabble-rouser after another whipped up the 40,000-strong crowd on Palach
square in Prague yesterday, in the biggest labor demonstration since 1994. CMKOS
Chairman Jaroslav Zavadil even asked "where's the money" that has been drained
from the budget by the Topoldnek-Kalousek-Necas reforms and by intermediaries

taking their 10-15%? It should have been fertile ground for CSSD, which presents
itself as the workers' party. Bohuslav Sobotka, Jiff Paroubek and others from CSSD
watched on, but when it came time for Sobotka to comment on the event as acting

CSSD chair, the spirit died. His presentations were monotone and unemotional.
Alexandr Mitrofanov of Pravo once told Czech Radio that Sobotka is incapable of
emotion and that if he does show some, it is feigned. Question: Can CSSD be an ef-

fective "populist” party if it doesn't have a leader capable of stirring up a crowd?

*Definitions: encarta.msn.com

public affairs (Noun) public relations (Noun)

Issues that affect people generally, or issues arising from Management function that creates, develops, and carries

the relationship of the public to an organization such as out policies and programs to influence public opinion or

a government body or a financial institution.* public reaction about an idea, a product, or an organization.*
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Glossary
rabble-rouser - a person who speaks with the intention of inflaming the emotions of a crowd of people, typically for political reasons; 

to whip up - to stimulate a particular feeling in someone; 

fertile ground - an opportunity for generating new ideas (or support); 

to feign - to pretend to be affected by a feeling, state or injury; 

to stir up - to cause or provoke an emotion.



