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Russia and the euro opt-out &

Even if you're a big fan of Vaclav Klaus's, read (or reread) Radio Free Europe's recent
article about "How Russia is Rebuilding Influence in the Former Soviet Bloc." And
then, in that context, consider Klaus's proposal for an opt-out to adopting the euro.

Klaus's "protracted opposition” to the euro could again "fray the EU's already fragile
unity,” to borrow from the article. He will likely again be accused of "acting in the

interests of the Kremlin," of helping Moscow in one of its "biggest foreign-policy
goals - splitting European unity." The most damning aspect of Klaus's call for an
opt-out is that the CR essentially already has one, as PM Petr Necas points out. This
makes the current disruptive action by Klaus and his handpicked Czech National
Bank board rather suspicious. And it highlights the significance of the next Czech
presidential elections (in 2013) for the future direction of the CR and the EU itself.
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Glossary
opt-out - an instance of choosing not to participate in something, or the right not to participate; 

protracted - lasting for a long time or longer than expected or usual; 

to fray - (of a person's nerves or temper) to show the effects of strain; 

disruptive - causing or tending to cause disruption or disturbance; 

handpicked - selected personally.



