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Grumpy old men and little girls &

Véclav Klaus's grumpy reference on Fri. to Karolina Peake as a "little girl" who could
not win the respect of soldiers can easily be written off as a swipe at someone who
orchestrated the sacking of his second-favorite transport minister, Pavel Dobes. (Sec-
ond-favorite, because Klaus was an even bigger fan of Vit Barta's.) Perhaps there is
nothing more to it than that. Or perhaps Klaus feels there is still time before March
7, when his term expires, to bring down the Necas government and install one that is
more to his liking. Klaus has said that so many ministerial resignations in a row do
not help the image of the country, but there is still one he would apparently be hap-
py to receive - Petr Necas's. Ironically, one of the few imaginable ways to bring this
about in the limited time left is for Klaus to offer the top cabinet spot to that very
ambitious "little girl." Unlikely, but stranger things have happened in Czech politics.
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Glossary
grumpy - bad-tempered and sulky; 

to write off - to forget about, disregard; 

swipe - an attack or criticism; 

to orchestrate - to arrange or direct the elements of a situation to produce a desired result.



