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Zeman and the Prince 

Karel Schwarzenberg might be the aristocrat, but Miloš Zeman 
clearly has the better grasp of The Prince. Machiavelli argues in 
his famous treatise that his eponymous hero should be virtu-
ous but should also be prepared to abandon his virtues when 

necessary. Why was Schwarzenberg then so surprised that 
Zeman started hitting below the belt? The president-elect's 
comment about early elections was also straight out of Ma-
chiavelli. Zeman would rather be feared by the government 
of Petr Nečas than loved by it, although the opposite is true 

when the object of his desire is the bottom 10m. As a president 
of the people, Zeman has more freedom than his predecessor 
to oppose the Nečas cabinet. Klaus usually did it in an under-
handed way, such as by endorsing Zeman and then declaring 
that the presidential election was a disaster for the Right. By 

proclaiming his hostility up front, Zeman will have the will of 
the people behind him and will also be well-placed to extract 

bigger demands whenever Nečas needs his signature.
Read this later today in Czech
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Glossary
grasp - the power or capacity to understand something; 

eponymous - (of a person) giving his name to something; 

president-elect - a person who has been elected president but has not yet taken office; 

underhanded - acting or done in a secret or dishonest way; 

to extract - to obtain something from someone in the face of initial unwillingness.



