
Read this later today in Czech

A daily e-mail bulletin of Czech wit & wisdom. For your free subscription, write to subscribe@fsfinalword.com

SPOZ - the new ODS
 

As in many countries, businesses in the CR can be divided roughly into honest ones 
and criminal ones. In the "criminal" category are those that use theft, bribes or other 
forms of corruption to secure their markets, whether these companies are owned by 
private individuals, multinationals, the state or municipalities. This form of behav-
ior is most prevalent in regulated fields (energy, water, healthcare) and government 
procurement (IT, infrastructure). Honest businesspeople, even if right-leaning, often 

acknowledge that the governments led by ODS were consistently more eager to culti-
vate corruption than those led by ČSSD. To use the Russian analogy, ODS is the "Par-

ty of Crooks and Thieves." This is changing. SPOZ, with Miloš Zeman guiding the 
way, is taking over the government on multiple levels and setting the stage to become 

the new ODS. And, as we are now seeing, where goes SPOZ, so goes ČSSD too.
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Glossary
multinational - a large corporation operating in multiple countries; prevalent - widespread in a particular area at a particular time; procurement - the purchase of services, equipment and supplies; to cultivate - to care for and encourage the growth or development of; to set the stage for - to prepare the conditions for.


