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Known, unknown and suspected lies

To borrow loosely from Donald Rumsfeld, there are known lies, 
unknown lies and suspected lies. Unknown lies are no doubt 

everywhere in politics, and keeping them secret is the name of 
the game, but the true mark of a polished politician is the abil-
ity to keep suspected lies from ever becoming known lies. Mi-

chal Hašek failed miserably yesterday. After four days of denial, 
he had to admit that he and four other top ČSSD people did in 
fact meet with Miloš Zeman soon after the elections. Zeman 
immediately went into damage control. He checked into the 

hospital (raising more questions about suspected lies) and said 
through a spokesman that he certainly didn't initiate the meet-
ing. How much simpler everything would be for Zeman and 
Hašek if they could act like Rumsfeld or Obama and say the 

meeting on Sat. was secret because it was a matter of national 
security. The problem is that the CR really has no stated nation-
al-security interests. And the participants could hardly say they 
were meeting in secret because of Lukoil's interests, could they? 

Read this later today in Czech
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Glossary
loosely - not strictly or exactly; 

Donald Rumsfeld - U.S. secretary of state under George W. Bush, who said that there are known knowns, known unknowns and unknown unknowns; 

polished - accomplished and skillful; 

damage control - action taken to limit the damaging effects of an accident or error.



