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The irrelevance of Nagyovda 68

Readers of the printed version of today's Hospodéfské noviny
will find a commentary but no news story about the court rul-
ing on Fri. acquitting Jana Nagyova Necasova and three "subor-
dinates" of abusing Military Intelligence to follow Petr Necas's
first wife. Such a news blackout happens occasionally with busi-
ness papers when something big happens on Fri. and it's all over
the internet and Sat. newspapers. A news story about it on Mon.
might seem like old hat. In the Nagyova case, though, it's legiti-
mate to ask whether it's news to begin with. Of course everyone
was interested in the court ruling, esp. because the defendants
were acquitted and the state prosecutors were made to look bad,
but what is the actual relevance? For the defendants and their
family, the relevance is obviously high. But for everyone else?
The verdict is subject to state secrecy, so it's impossible to draw
any definitive conclusions about the state of the public prosecu-
tion or the judicial system. The important thing is that the deed
was done - the Necas cabinet fell. What comes next is secondary.
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6:00pm - Onwards
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Glossary
to acquit - to free someone from a criminal charge by a verdict of not guilty; 

blackout - a suppression of information, esp. one imposed on the media by government; 

old hat - used to refer to something uninteresting, predictable, tritely familiar or old-fashioned.



