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Missile-defense circus
 

Before the elections, Donald Trump said his administration would 
pursue state-of-the-art missile defense. In a dramatic report on 
Nov. 10, Czech TV gave the impression of obtaining a fresh in-

terview with Rudy Giuliani, in which he said that, "We will once 
again have nuclear defense for Poland and the Czech Republic." 
Three days later, on Nov. 13, OVM devoted seven minutes to the 
issue and put a Nov. 10 date on Giuliani's comment. Bohuslav So-
botka reacted emphatically and said that a missile-defense shield 

in the CR is science fiction that will never happen. On Nov. 27, 
OVM returned to the issue and put a Nov. 11 date on Giuliani's 
comment. Defense Min. Martin Stropnický finally had the good 

sense to say diplomatically that Giuliani was talking nonsense, be-
cause the missile-defense shield had already been set up in Roma-
nia and Poland (which Sobotka failed to mention). Giuliani's origi-
nal comment, as Michal Kubal of ČT revealed, was actually made 
weeks before the Nov. 8 election. It was just pre-election verbiage 
by Giuliani, but it sure made for good media hype on Czech TV.

Read this later today in Czech
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Glossary
circus - a public scene of frenetic, noisy, or confused activity; 

state-of-the-art - the most recent stage in the development of a product, incorporating the newest ideas and features; 

emphatically - in a forceful way; 

verbiage - a profusion of words usually of little or obscure content; 

hype - extravagant or intensive publicity or promotion.



