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Cloudy e-prescriptions
 

For thousands of Czech companies, 2016 was a watershed year. For the first time ever, 
someone other than their accounting and sales departments gained ready access to a com-

plete list of their customers and suppliers. A tax audit could have always achieved this, 
but it was the launch of the invoice-matching system that forced companies to send their 

precious data into a nebulous cloud. Sure, the the finance ministry is sworn to secrecy, but 
never before had the No. 2 oligarch in the country been in control of it. Companies now 

have no idea when the attack will come, if ever. Patients will be in a similar position as of 
next year. For the first time ever, someone other than their doctor will have ready access to 
their prescription-drug history. All prescriptions will have to pass through a central data-
base. As Pres. Milan Kubek of the ČLK Medical Chamber said, it is amazing how much of 
their freedom Czechs are willing to give up. Especially when they get so little in return.
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Glossary
cloudy - uncertain; unclear; 

watershed - an event or period marking a turning point in a situation; 

ready (access) - immediate, quick or prompt; 

nebulous - cloudy, foggy; vague or ill-defined; 

cloud - cloud computing; a network of remote servers hosted on the internet and used to store, manage, and process data in place of local servers or personal computers.



