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Let's impeach the president (again)
 

If a legislative body votes to impeach its head of state, it is inevita-
bly one of the major political events of the year, if not the decade or 
century. The Democrats in the U.S. have turned the impeachment 
of Donald Trump into a key campaign issue and are spreading it 

out over months and months. History is being made. Not so in the 
Czech Republic. The self-proclaimed democrats, with a small "d," 
dispensed with the issue in fairly short order in the Senate with-
out holding any public hearings. The lower house then quickly 
killed the constitutional complaint. Some reviews of the major 

events of this year haven't even mentioned the fact that 48 of the 
81 Czech senators declared that Miloš Zeman should be removed 

from office. Unlike in criminal cases, where double jeopardy is 
not allowed, there is nothing stopping the Czech Senate from fil-

ing another constitutional complaint for the same "crimes." In fact, 
senators who are convinced that a narrower complaint would have 
a bigger chance of passing in the lower house have almost a demo-
cratic duty to vote to impeach Zeman again. This would be historic.
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Glossary

to dispense with - to get rid of or to manage without; 

in short order - immediately; rapidly; 

public hearing - a formal meeting for receiving testimony from the public on both sides of a government issue; 

double jeopardy - the prosecution or punishment of a person twice for the same offense.



