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Democratic tear gas

Belarusian Pres./Non-Pres. Alexander Lukashenko said in June that the IMF had offered 
his country $940m in rapid financing if it modeled its coronavirus response on that of Italy. 
(Click here for the English, or here for the original Russian.) "God forbid! I don't want to see 
the Italian situation repeated in Belarus," he said. "We have our own country and our own 
situation." The IMF was demanding quarantine, isolation and a curfew, he said. Whether 

his refusal had anything to do with the sharp increase thereafter in pro-democracy protests 
is for each to decide. Each reader must also decide to what extent the use of tear gas and 
brute force in Prague yesterday against anti-government demonstrators is comparable to 

the crackdown in Belarus. There is at least one very large difference. The Czech opposition 
offered its full support to the government of Andrej Babiš and the police for enforcement of 

the covid restrictions. Belarusian tear gas is authoritarian; Czech tear gas is democratic.
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Glossary

God/Heaven forbid - used to express a fervent wish that something does not happen; 

brute force - a method of accomplishing something primarily by means of strength, without the use of great skill, mechanical aids or thought; 

crackdown - a series of severe measures to restrict undesirable or illegal people or behavior.



