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To lie like an epidemiologist

In every language a person lies in a different way, at least idiomatically. In Czech, a person 
lies like a newspaper (lže, jako když tiskne). In English, a person lies through his teeth, or 

homonymously, lies like a rug. The covid crisis is an opportunity, as Andrej Babiš said. It 
gives us the chance to unite our most pernicious liars under a single idiom easily under-

stood in all Western languages, at least until the covid crisis causes some of these languag-
es to wither and die. A person who "lies like an epidemiologist" uses his or her professional 

degrees and position to introduce a great lie into the public debate that is then built upon 
to create more lies. The original lie of the epidemiologists is that the coronavirus is so con-

tagious and so deadly that anyone who is infected but asymptomatic must be locked down. 
This lie lives on, disproving the Czech saying that a lie has short legs and won't go far. 

When a person lies like an epidemiologist, the lie becomes immortal ... and societies die.
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Glossary

homonym - each of two or more words having the same spelling or pronunciation but different meanings and origins; 

pernicious - having a harmful effect, esp. in a gradual or subtle way; 

to wither - to fall into decay or decline; 

immortal - living forever.



