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PM Michal Koudelka
 

Opposition parties that will try to give the government of Andrej 
Babiš a vote of no-confidence in the coming weeks know that even 
if they achieve their goal, Andrej Babiš will probably remain as the 
Czech prime minister until the parliamentary elections in Oct. and 
beyond. They will have no leverage for forcing Pres. Miloš Zeman 
to appoint an interim technocratic government. Those who want 
to bring down Babiš must nevertheless be ready to present an al-
ternative, otherwise they'll look unprepared to rule. One possible 
tactic is to propose a government that emphasizes the very things 
that bother the democratic opposition and the pro-opposition me-
dia the most: Zeman's favoritism of Russia, and Babiš's kowtowing 
to Zeman's ministerial demands. From this perspective, the ideal 
PM candidate is Dir. Michal Koudelka of BIS. His ministers could 
include such "favorites" of Zeman and Babiš as Tomáš Petříček, Jan 
Blatný, Martin Netolický, Irena Storová and Petr Kolář. The demo-
cratic opposition could argue that if an agent is to run the govern-
ment, it should at least be one who is on the right side of history.
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Glossary

leverage - the power to influence a person or situation; 

technocratic - relating to or characterized by the government or control of society or industry by an elite of technical experts; 

to kowtow - to act in an excessively subservient manner; 

to be on the right side of history - to be on the morally correct side of an event or cause.



