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Chinese 'sanctions' that cripple the West

When the EU imposes sanctions on a third country, the general objective is to bring about 
a change in policy or activity. Under EU guidelines, the legal context of the measures must 
be set out, and the sanctions must be in accordance with international law and must also 
respect fundamental rights and international obligations (in particular World Trade Orga-
nization rules). Strict identification of targeted entities is required so that adverse conse-
quences are minimized for those not responsible for unwanted policies and activities, in 
particular the local civilian populations. The West is almost always the one that imposes 

sanctions; rarely are the measures that are imposed by other countries on Western entities 
and individuals taken seriously. The EU should now seriously consider the possibility that 
the closing of companies and ports by China due to a few covid cases is a form of sanction 
designed to bring about a change in Western policy or activity, and that it is working to a T.
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Glossary

adverse - preventing success or development; harmful; unfavorable; 

to a T/tee - perfectly or exactly.



