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One toe in the Global South

In a Foreign Affairs article published just before the attack on Israel by Hamas, ex-U.S. De-
fense Secretary Robert Gates wrote that the U.S. has never before faced four allied antago-

nists at the same time - Russia, China, North Korea and Iran - whose collective nuclear arse-
nal could be nearly double the size of its own within a few years. Dysfunction, Gates added, 
has made American power erratic and unreliable. Yet the CR, we note, is on exactly the same 
wavelength as the USA in terms of Russia and China. North Korea isn't much of an issue for 
Czechs, but the fourth antagonist - Iran - is gaining in importance for everyone as an effect 

of the war in Gaza. The anger of the Global South, Iran included, is rising against the Global 
North, and the CR has a privileged place as one of few countries of the North with a toe in 

the South, thanks to its recognition of the State of Palestine. This could serve the Czechs 
well if they decide not to blindly follow the "erratic and unreliable" U.S. on Iran as well.
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Glossary
antagonist - an adversary; a person who actively opposes or is hostile to someone or something; erratic - not even or regular in pattern or movement; unpredictable; wavelength - a person's ideas and way of thinking, esp. as it affects his or her ability to communicate with others.


