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Peaceniks in 2024

A survey by Median for Czech Radio found that 72% of respondents don't expect a peace 
agreement in Ukraine next year. It didn't ask what people want to happen there, unlike an 
earlier survey, but rather what they thought would happen. This is a rather big distinction. 

So far the assumption has been that Ukraine would have the West's backing for as long as it 
took to regain all of its territory, but there is now a shift toward accepting that Ukraine might 

not win the war and that steps must be taken to salvage as much as possible. Those who 
wanted peace all along have sometimes been referred to derogatorily in Czech as chcimírové, 
which translates into English as peacewanters. A better term in English is peacenik, which 
coincidentally uses the Russian suffix -nik. It was used during the Vietnam war to mock 

those who protested against the fighting. It's rarely used now because of the realization that 
those being mocked turned out to be basically right about the futility of the war in Vietnam.
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Glossary
peacenik - a member of a pacifist movement; distinction - a difference or contrast between similar things or people; to salvage - to retrieve or preserve (something) from potential loss or adverse circumstances; derogatory - showing a critical or disrespectful attitude; to mock - to ridicule or make fun of; futility - pointlessness or uselessness.



