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Men who can have babies
 

The Constitutional Court struck down the passage from the civil code on Tues., effective on 
June 30 of next year, that requires an operation for a legal sex change. It means that Czechs 
will have to get used to men who can have babies and women who can donate sperm. The 
Constitutional Court had ruled under Chief Justice Pavel Rychetský in Sept. 2021 on a re-

lated issue, but the Court decided under Chief Justice Josef Baxa that this new ruling doesn't 
constitute a violation of Constitutional Court case law. Baxa had said soon after he was ap-

pointed to head the Court that resisting the temptation to reverse case law is a sign to him of 
conservative thinking, but he added later with regard to a pension adjustment that the world 

is changing and that the immutability of our laws is of little use if the system starts to be-
come unmanageable. We dubbed it the Baxa Doctrine, and it has now been deployed for the 

second time. When Baxa wants to reverse case law, a pretext can be found for doing so.
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Glossary

case law - the law as established by the outcome of former cases; 

immutability - the state of remaining unchanged over time or of being unable to be changed; 

to dub - to give an unofficial name or nickname to; 

to deploy - to bring into effective action; 

pretext - a reason given in justification of a course of action that is not the real reason.



