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Babiš stands in his own way
 

Agrofert is synonymous with Andrej Babiš in the Czech Republic, 
but over the border in Germany people aren't always so quick to put a 

face to the name. Handelsblatt, for example, didn't mention the con-
nection to the once and perhaps future Czech PM in Sept. when re-

porting on the gas-related troubles of Agrofert's SKW Piesteritz chem-
icals company. But Babiš did indeed get the German media's attention 
this week when he managed the double achievement of agreeing on 

the ministers in his new cabinet and arranging to buy OCI Ammonia 
Holding for €290m. "Despite all the internal political turmoil," FAZ 
said, "the CEO still had enough time to sign off on this big deal." At 
one of the most sensitive times in his political career, Babiš made an 

ostentatious acquisition that highlighted his potential conflict of inter-
est and Agrofert's position in Western European markets. In its print 
edition, FAZ emphasized that Pres. Petr Pavel doesn't want to make 
Babiš the PM because Babiš the billionaire doesn't want to give up 

control over his empire. He's standing in his own way, FAZ said. It's 
getting increasingly difficult to believe he isn't doing this on purpose.
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Glossary

synonymous - closely associated with or suggestive of something; 

to put a face to the name - to connect a person's name to his or her physical appearance; to connect an abstract idea or concept to an actual, tangible person; 

turmoil - a state of great disturbance, confusion or uncertainty; 

to sign off on - to give one's approval to; 

ostentatious - attracting or seeking to attract attention, admiration or envy.



