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Vystrcil's own touch of Trump 63

ANO, SPD and the Motorists won a combined 49.06% of the vote in
the elections in Oct., while the broader anti-Fiala opposition, includ-
ing Stacilo! and Pfisaha, got 54.43%. This latter figure probably gives
a fairly accurate picture of how society was divided at the time. The
new opposition (ODS, STAN, KDU-CSL, etc,) still has an overwhelm-

ing majority in the Senate, but this could also theoretically be lost
in the elections in 2026 and 2028. Counting on Andrej Babi$'s bloc to
make major mistakes is one possible strategy, but Senate Pres. Milo$

Vystrcil of ODS doesn't want to wait. He tried to narrow the gap in

society on Thur. by saying in his annual Advent address that Europe
is suffocating us with its regulations and bureaucracy. "I of course
hear and understand the concerns that Europe is lagging behind in
its development. Behind America, behind China, behind Southeast

Asia, and not only behind them. It's true." In his 2023 and 2024 Ad-

vent addresses, there wasn't even a hint of criticism of the EU, which
doesn't say much for his analytical skills. But Vystr¢il senses when his
job is threatened and when to add a touch of Trump to his repertoire.
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Glossary

a touch of something - a small amount of something; a trace; 

to lag - to fail to keep up with another or others in movement or development; 

repertoire - a stock of skills or types of behavior that a person habitually uses.



