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Maybe it isn't so urgent 

"If Russia were to send drones to Czechia, which we can't rule out, would we be able to defend 
ourselves?" asked Lucie Vopálenská of Czech Radio yesterday. "Would we be able to detect 

and destroy the unmanned devices, or would we have to be honest with our citizens and tell 
them to accept the idea that drones could fly in and perhaps even kill someone?" Why we can't 

rule out being attacked by Russia, esp. given the new Russian-friendly government of An-
drej Babiš, she didn't say. Just a month ago, Army Chief of Staff Karel Řehka spoke about how 
there isn't enough sense of urgency in the Czech army or society and that preparation for war 
is a continuous and never-ending process. Pres. Petr Pavel agreed with him. Yet even as Rus-
sia was pounding Odessa and other Ukrainian cities over Christmas, Řehka and Pavel were 

enjoying the laid-back holiday period like almost everyone else. If there weren't public radio to 
remind them, Czechs might get the impression that preparing for war isn't so urgent after all.
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Glossary

to pound - to strike or hit heavily and repeatedly; 

laid-back - relaxed and easy-going.



