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Digital Babis =

The goal of the CIA, as Edward Snowden pointed out six vears ago,

is to "try to collect everything and hang on to it forever." The EET 2.0
online sales-reporting system unveiled yesterday by Finance Min.
Alena Schillerova could help the CIA pursue its mission. Chief Econo-
mist Petr Dufek of Creditas told HN that EET has a huge information
value for the state because everything that's happening in the econo-
my will be visible. Without waiting for the Statistical Office, he said,
it will be possible to discern in an aggregate way if household spend-
ing is changing and if the economy is in decline. The Babi$ govern-
ment is eagerly creating similar pots of data gold everywhere it turns
- in healthcare, transportation, construction, public administration

and perhaps even on social networks if people are required to have
a digital ID to be on Facebook. The cabinet's policy statement talks

repeatedly about sovereignty in various forms, but digital sovereignty
is an illusion if the world powers can tap into our systems and shut us
down wherever they want. The sovereign approach would be to have
not only a digital strategy, but also a fully nondigital one as a backup.
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Glossary

to unveil - to show or announce publicly for the first time; 

to discern - to recognize or find out; 

pot - a rounded or cylindrical container, typically of metal, used for cooking; 

to tap (into) - to connect a device (to a telephone or system) to gain access to the content.



